ety

The Railroad Character Area contains the railroad tracks and th

The Railroad Character Area contains the railroad
tracks and those lands ﬂanleing them. This area is gen-
erally within the railroad’s right-of-way and is sparsely
developed. His’coﬁcaﬂy, it had some warehouse and
industrial type buildings. It is different from the other
areas of downtown and the design policies for it re-

ﬂec’t ’tl]js.

- —
ose lands gan]eing

T

them.

Historic Significance

The railroad line and its associated properties repre-
sent one of the fundamental reasons for the town’s
existence. Railroad crews Legan lying tracks from Sac-
ramento toward the Sierras while Joseph Gray was
erecting his ]og cabin in the Truckee River Basin in
1863. By 1867, Gray and George Schaffer had built
the first lumber mill on the river.

[0 Please see page 97 (Chapter 13: General Guidelines for New Buildings) for a map that shows this Character Area in its

Truckee context.
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Almost a year later the Virginia City Daily Trespass
ran an announcement from Coburn’s Station: “Last
evening...’the last connecting rail between California

and Nevada...had been laid. Tomorrow the cars will
run {‘rom Reno to Sacramento.”

The railroad continued to figure prominently in
Truckee. The Freigh’t Depot, the oldest railroad build-
g in town, was constructed in 1891 and a passenger

depot was built in 1896.

Other key businesses and industries located along the
rail line. The far eastern portion of this area was origi-
nally dominated by the Truckee Power and Light hy-
droelectric plan’t which no 1onger stands. The power

station served an important social and economic pur-
pose, for here, many poker games were held which
involved significant Truckee land exchanges.

Ja
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In 1890, a passenger (Zcpot was built, and it is still in operation in the

center of town.

Historic Character Description

Historically, many more buildings existed within the
railroad right-of-way” than do now. Building types and
styles varied. Hotels and depot sportecl decorative trim
while industrial building were 1arger, simple masses.
The 1arge rail and industrial bui]dings found here did
not have storefronts or front porches, but rather load-
ng docks. These structures were also accessed from
two sides: from the railroad tracks for the ]oacling and
unloading of goocls, and from the street for the deliv-
ery and piclzup of these goods.

Just as the entire area is linear, organized along the
railroad tracks, the buildings too were often very lin-
car. A clustering of buildings around a single function
was also seen (e.g., 1um]3er, ice, repair and maintenance,
and hotels). These clusters included separate ]ouilclings
for storage, oH‘ices, manufacturing, hvestocle, 1odging,
ice and coal, and were often organized around a cen-
tral gathering space.

Over time, these }Juﬂclings would come and go. They
were replaced lay newer or 1arger structures, or some-
times weren't replaced at all. This was partly due to
cycles of fire, function and economics. Through its
his’cory, however, it has remained Visuaﬂy distinct from

other part of downtown.

A mix of forms have given variety to this area.
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Current C]'na,ra,cter

The Railroad Character Areaisa mostly linear space
except in the balloon track area and is organize(i
around the functions of the railroad. Generaﬂy, this
area is viewed as open space. Only a few rail and in-
dustrial ]Juildings remain; the rest of the land is used
for par]zing or is unimproved. Potential for substan-
tal development exists here.

Some 12ey clesign characteristics of this Character Area
include:

® Visible from most of downtown

e Flat open space

®  Minimal vegetative cover

® Railroad and industrial style buildings

®  Arearuns the 1ength of the downtown

i B b h

Longer roollines exist in this area.

The curve of the balloon track c[ez[initive]y S]Iapes the eastern portion
of this Character Area.

—— = == @l

FExisting railroad associated Llli]c]ings located in the railroad n'gllf-af—

way.

Industrial features include szgna] posts.
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Design Goals & Policies

As tlle Raﬂroacl C}laracter Area }Jui]cls out, the Town
wishes to ensure that it appears to be visually related
to the community, through building forms and size.
It also should reflect its design traditions without di-
rectly imitating the ]Juildings that existed before. A
mix of uses is encourageol and a mix of Luﬂ&ing types
is also appropriate.

T}le design goals for t}le Raﬂroad Character Areaare:

® To draw upon the warchouse and railroad build-
ing designs seen 11istoricaﬂy without direct imita-
tion

® To also consider the traditional storefront as a
model to mix in among warchouse/industrial
]Juﬂding types

* To provide pedestrian amenities |

* To provide a scale of projects that is compati])le :
with the overall scale of the downtown

Taller structures also appear in this area.
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1. Street Layout

The Railroad Character Area represents an area of
town that has traditionally contained a mix of indus-
trial and retail establishments. The platting and place-
ment of l)uildings should reflect the traditional char-
acter of the area , while providing atransition between
the aoljacent character areas.

A. Planning for the Railroad Character Area
:}lioulcl extend adjacent streets without mimicking
em.

2. Positive Open Space

Open space should be developed to enhance the ap-
pea] of the area to peclestrians. This open space should
be developed asa pu]alic amenity for use ]oy residents
and visitors alike.

A. Locate open space on the site so it is visible from

the street.

1) If multiple structures are proposeol, the spaces be-
tween the ]ouildings should contribute to the over-
all positive open space on the site, and be of a size
aclequa’te enougll to provicle a distinct separation
between building forms.

2) Courtyards should have solar exposure when fea-
sible.

3) Courtyarcls that are ’to’taﬂy closed from pu])lic view

and access are cliscouragecl.

B. The Railroad area should incorporate an open
space system that prov1<1es a focus for the district

This historic 1885 map of the Railroad Character Area illustrates a
t)pica] cluster of [mi]c[ings that framed an open space.

Reﬂ;emem:esg

[0 See also Chapter 10: Design Guidelines for Site Features and Chapter 13: General Guidelines for New Buildings.
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3.Building Orientation

The Railroad Character Area developed in associa-
tion with the railroad and shipping in&ustry. Many of
the lauilclings in this area were oriented paraﬂel to the
tracks to facilitate 1oading and unloacling of goocls.

A. Large rectangular buildings should orient the
long12 side of the building parallel with the railroad
track.

4.Building Setbacks

As a group, the few remaining lauilclings in this area
relate to the street in a similar manner, with 1oa&ing
docks or entries facing the street. Historically they were
organizecl in clusters around a central gathering space.
A uniform line of lauilcling fronts rarely appeared here.
New developmen’cs should respect the historic siting
patterns of the area.

A. Buildings setbacks may vary.
1) Varied setbacks are encourageol as appropriate to
accommodate positive open space and clustering

of ]ouilclings.
5. MaSS a«nd SCale

Historic buildings in the Railroad Character Area
rangeol in scale from 1arge warchouses and clepots to
small storage sheds. Today, this same variety in the
walls of ]ouilclings along the street should occur in new
projects.

A. New buildings shoddreﬂecttherangeo{sizesthat

appeared historically in the area.

1) Structures may be 1arger that those seen histori-
caﬂy if they are clesigned to appear to be a collec-
tion of smaller masses. See the tecllniques de-

scri]oecl l)elOW.

B. The maximum width of a primary facade shall

be 75 feet.

1) Primary facades that exceed 75 feet should be dif-
ferentiated by a signiﬁcant setback in the wall
plane, creating positive open space in these set-
backs such that they will enhance the streetscape.

2) Variations in facade treatment should be contin-
ued tkrough the structure, including its roof line
and front and rear facades, such that the compo-
sition appears to be a collection of smaller build-
mgs.

C. Create variety in wall planes to minimize the

apparent scale.

1) Extensive repetition of similar forms on 1arge
monolithic surfaces that would lead to the per-
ception of a large building mass is inappropriate.

2) Consider varying the setbacks of walls facing the
street on 1arge projects that occupy several par-
cels.

3) Also consider varying materials and textures to
reduce the perception of large expanses of wall
surface.

D. As a means of minimizing the perceived mass
of a project, consider developing a set of smaller
Luﬂdjngs rather than one large structure.

1) Thisis the preferred method of reducing perceived
scale and pn'mari]y applies to 1arge projects where
several parcels have been combined, and the po-
tential for a 1arge-scale ]ouilcling 1s greater.

2) Although freestanding l)uilclings are preferred,
several primary building forms may be linked by
"connectors," which should be olesigned such that
they are c]ear]y perceiveol as separate elements that
are subordinate to and smaller than the structures
they are 1in12i11g.
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6.Building and Roof Form

Historically, individual building forms were simple lin-
ear rectangu]ar solids. Roof forms were simple, either
shecl, galale or flat. The dominant roof of each build-
ng was ’typicaﬂy one of these types. These traditions
should be continued in new developments.

A. Use building forms that reflect the simple utili-

tarian forms of railroad Lm]dmgs and structures

seen in the area traditionally.

1) One sirnple form should be the dominant element
in a building design.

2) Smaller, secondary buildings should be simple
rectangular shapes, as well.

B. Gabled and shed roofs are encouraged and
shoulcl have a pltch that is similar to that seen his-

tonca]ly.

7.Pedestrian Systems

The Railroad Character Area should develop as a pe-
destrian-oriented environment. Streets, sidewalks and
pathways should encourage waﬂzing and bicycling
within this area. New projects should take this into
account })y designing for the pedestrian at a human
scale and by providing visual interest along the street.

A Develop the ground floor level of all projects to

encourage pedestrian activity.

1) Provide variety in set]aacle, height, color, texture
of materials and building size and form to enhance
the pedestrian experience.

2) Fora project in which a commercial storefront is
to be developed, include elements such as display
Winclows, 1ziclzplates, transoms and midbelt cor-
nices.

3) Storefront display windows provide visual inter-
est along the street and are encouragecl.

B. Consider developing paths within the parcel that

encourage pedestrian access.

1) Paths to interior courts and terraces are encour-
agecl.

2) When developing multiple buildings on a site, it
18 especiaﬂy important to provide paths tln'ougll
the site.

Use building forms that reflect the simple utilitarian forms of railroad

])ui]cling‘s and structures seen in the area tm([itiona]]y.

8. Warehouse Character

Many buildings in the area exhibited the simple fea-
tures of warehouse structures. These included verti-
caﬂy propor’cioned clou]ale-hung windows, 1arge doors
and loacling docks. New clesigns that draw upon these
traditions without h’ceraﬂy copying them are appro-
priate.

A. Window dimensions that are similar to those
used traditionally are encouraged

B. Upper story windows with a vertical emphasis
are encouraged.

C. New construction should incorporate loading

docks similar to those seen traditionally.

1) Many older warchouses are introducing pedestrian
related uses and are incorporating such elements
as outdoor seating on the 1oacling docks.

D. Openings similar in size and depth to loading

dock doors should be incorporated into new con-

struction.

1) Contemporary interpretations of 1oading dock
doors, which are similar in scale and overall char-

acter to those seen 11istoricaﬂy, are encouragecl.
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