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Introduction

This cllapter presents design policies and guidelines
for the treatment of additions to historic properties,
including existing additions, as well as the design of
new ones. Constructing additions is part of the clesign
tradition of Truckee, even from its earliest history.
These often reflected needs for additional space or a
cllange n use.

An early addition typically used forms and materials
that were similar to the main building and it remained
subordinate in scale and character. The height of the
addition was usuaﬂy posi’tioned below that of the main
structure and it was often located to the side or rear,
such that the primary facade remained predominate.
In some cases, an owner simply added a dormer to an
existing roof, creating more usable space without in-
creasing the footprint of the structure. This tradition
of aclcling on to l’)uildings is anticipated to continue
and these ear]y principles should be continued. Greater
ﬂexil)ility n clesigning an addition is available to prop-
erties rated as “supporting’.

Topics Discussed in this Chapter:
1. Existing Additions :
2. New Additions .
3. Roof and Dormer Additions .
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O Also consult The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for the Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings, Standards 9 and 10.
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1. Existing Additions

An early addition to a building may be evidence of
the 11istory of the structure, its inhabitants and its
neigh]aorhood. This may have developed signiﬁcance
n its own right, and should be respected.

A. Preserve an older addition that has achieved
historic significance in its own right.

1) Forexample, aporch or a kitchen wing may have
been added to the onglnal }Julldlng early in its his-
tory. Such an addition is usuaﬂy similar in char-
acter to the original ]Juilcling in terms of materi-

als, finishes and design.

B. A more recent addition that is not lnstonca]ly

mgmf:lcant may be removed.

1) For example, a new room may have replaced a
front pOI‘Cll within the last several decades. Such
an addition has not achieved historic significance,
and removing and restoring the original facade is
preferred.

2.New Additions

When planning an addition consider the effect it will
have on the historic building itself. The new work
should be recognized as a product of its own time and
yet it should be Visuaﬂy compati]ale with the original,
and the loss of the historic fabric should be minimized
aswell. A clesign for a new addition that would create
an appearance inconsistent with the historic charac-
ter of the l)uilcling 1s Inappropriate.

A. Design an addition such that it will not obscure,
alter or &estroy the character of the origina] build-

1) An addition that seeks to imply an earlier or later
period than that of the building 1s Inappropriate.

2) An addition that conveys an inaccurate variation
on the historic style is inappropriate. For example,
introducing very ornate "Victorian” details is in-
appropriate on the simp]e cottages of Truckee.

3) An addition should not obscure or damage char-
acter—deﬁning features (such as windows, doors,
porches, brackets or roof 1ines).

Addition is
subordinate
to main
building form

Design aIMAat it will not obscure, alter or (lestroy the

character of the on'gina] ljlzi]cling,

D'Bsilgn Guidelines for Additions

Chapter 9 P age 64



B. An addition should be visually subordinate to
the main I)UJIC]JII This is especially important for
Lmlclmgs rated “Essenhal and C'onb'l])utmg

1)
2)

An addition should respect the proportions, mass-
ng and siting of the historic Lull&lng.

The form and detailing of an addition should be
compatible with the historic ]ouilcling. Simpler
details on an addition can help distinguish it from
the original structure.

Set an addition back from the primary facade in
order to allow the original proportions, form and
overall character of the historic Luilding to remain
prominent.

If an addition would be taller than the main build-
g, set it back sul)s’tantiaﬂy from primary charac-
ter—&eﬁning facades.

A small “connector” linking the historic building
and the addition may be considered.

A small ‘connector” linking the historic building (left) and the addition
(right) may be considered.

C.

A substantial addition should be distinguishable

from the historic building so it can be understood as

a more recent ¢

1)

D.

This can be accomplished with a jog in the wall
planes, or Ly using a cornerboard to define the
connection, or a subtle change in material or a
subtle differentiation between historic and more
current styles.

The materials of an addition should be compat-

ible with those of the primary structure.

1)

E.

Matclnng the historic material is an appropriate
approach, although new materials also may be
considered.

Windows in an addition that are visible from

the public way should be compatible with those of
istoric structure.

As seen from the street (top p]wta) the addition to the rear of this

structure is not visible. This is encourage([,
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3. Roof and Dormer Additions

Dormers had limited use in Truckee, but t}ley were
sometimes employeol. Most dormers had vertical em-
phasis, and only one or two were used on a side of a
buﬂding. A roof or dormer addition should be designecl
in a manner that minimizes clamage to historic build-
ing fabric, does not alter the perceived character from
the street and is in keeping with the original structure.

A. A roof addition should be in character with the

style of the primary structure.

1) The size of a roof addition, inclucling dormers,
should be kept to a minimum and should be set
back from the primary facade so that the original
roof line and form is perceived from the street.

2) Gabled dormers are appropriate for most archi-
tectural s’tyles, and hippecl dormers may be ap-
propriate for some architectural styles.

B. A new dormer should remain subordinate to the

historic roof in size and character.

1) A new dormer should be lower than the primary
ri(lge line and set in from the eave.

2)  Greater ﬂexﬂ)i]i’cy may be considered for build-
ings rated “Supporting.”

A roof addition should be in character with the style of the primary
structure. Gabled dormers (]eft) are approprialte for most architectural
sty]es, and Aipped dormers (ﬁg]ﬁ) are appropriate forman 1y architectural

sty]es.

SN B
BN ]
FERE

A new clormer s]lou]a’ l)e constructecl in a manner s1'n11']a1' to t]wse

seen historically.

A new dormer should remain subordinate to the historic roof in size

ancl c]zaracter.
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